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THE DOLLAR DISILLUSIONMENT
Ecclesiastes 5:10 – 6:12 (text)   1 Timothy 6:1-10

INTRODUCTION
Money, sex and power – they keep coming like bad pennies, so it seems. Life is full of them – or empty of them! Whichever, our minds are busy with all three of them too often. So the Preacher rolls the first bad penny back to us this morning. 
#	He first looked at this subject in chapter two where he introduced us to the problem of labour and money while studying the question: what good is there for the sons of men to do under heaven for the few years of their lives?
#	He looked at it again in chapter four and there the emphasis was on the rat race: why should we work hard? Surely, not just for money?
#	This time, the question of chapter two comes back again: who knows what is good for man during the few years of his futile life? 

The emphasis today is on money itself, the fruit of our labour, whether little or much: what do we do with it? Or what might it do to us? Can it bring any happiness or is it just the dollar disillusionment?

We could just follow our text – there is a perfectly good flow in the Preacher's argument. But to help keep us this side of thirty minutes, I am going to gather the material into four points.

1.	MONEY WILL NOT SATISFY HIM WHO LOVES IT
"He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity" (verse 10).

How many of us are satisfied even when we have a lot? And even when that abundance is invested well and producing a tidy return, its owner is still somehow struggling. Why? Because as soon as he can afford a house with a view, he sees there's another house further up the road with a better view. 

I am sometimes amazed at the people who cry poor and for whom times are hard. They look pretty good for them to me! But I suppose that if you wound up the thumbscrews tight enough, I would have to admit that perhaps some could look at me and wonder what I complain about. Jacques Ellul says a man will not be satisfied with two million if he was not satisfied with one; for then he would have been satisfied with none. If we are wise, money will not worry us over much. If we are not wise, no amount will satisfy us.

Even some of our own poets have said (to borrow Paul's phrase);
	How many times have you heard someone say,
	If I had his money I'd do things my way.
	But little they know that it's so hard to find
	One rich man in ten with a satisfied mind.
	
For money can't buy back your youth when you're old
	Or a friend when you're lonely or a heart that's grown cold.
	The wealthiest person is a pauper at times
	Compared to the man with a satisfied mind.   R Hayes & J Rhodes of  The Byrds.		

Money will not satisfy him who loves it.

2.	IT'S A WORRY TO GET AND A WORRY TO KEEP
"The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether he eats little or much. But the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep" (verse 12)

Perhaps that is partly why so many us have sleepless nights sometimes – because in our modern world, we do not so much eat by sweat our brow, but by what goes on behind our brow. And because one has to take an active mind to bed, we do not rest. There's a cloud before every silver lining!

It's the idea of v.3 again. Our sleep is broken by dreams when we are burdened with many cares; and material wealth brings many cares; not least that the stuff must be protected from moths and rust and thieves who might break in and steal; and most likely while we are trying to sleep. What if the stock-market crashes in the morning?

The poor, labouring man may have cares too and may not go to bed on as full a stomach as you or me. But that can be a blessing. Rich food isn't the best thing to sleep on; and at least the labouring man's tired limbs will bring him sleep.

Money – it's a worry to get. And be it ever so carefully gathered and ever so carefully garnered, it's a worry keep. "There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt. When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him. As he had come naked from his mother's womb, so will he return as he came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labour that he can carry in his hand" (verses 13-15).

This man here is not necessarily a sinful or foolish man. He may well have been the opposite. Wealth and saving are not wrong in Bible. Proverbs 13:11 says; "One who gathers by labour increases wealth." It means to commend that. As chapter 3 says, there is a time to gather together, to accumulate. He might well have been a good man – careful, diligent, preparing for the future, providing for his family. Proverbs 27:23-24 says; "Know well the condition of your flocks and pay attention to your herds; for riches are not forever, nor does the crown endure to all generations."

Yet, even though the man was very likely doing what was right, one of his investments turned bad. So when God did give him a son, he had nothing to support him with. Indeed, he had nothing to support himself and as he got older, he went from the world as naked as he came into it. "And this also is a grievous evil – exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. So, what is the advantage to him who toils for the wind?" (verse 16.) Nothing to show for his seventy years.

Our poet is a bit hopeful when he continues;
	Once I was living in fortune and fame;
	I had all that I dreamed of to get a start in life's game.
	Then suddenly it happened and I lost every dime
	But I'm richer by far with a satisfied mind.

Is more likely that our Preacher is right and that most who lose every dime "eat in darkness with great vexation, sickness and anger" (verse 17).

The love of money – it's an unrequited love; it will not satisfy you. 
Money itself – it's a worry to get and a worry to keep. Furthermore,

3.	EVEN IF YOU KEEP IT, YOU MAY NOT ENJOY IT
"When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to their owners except to look on?" (verse 11.)

We read in chapter four, verse eight about a man who found work vanity and chasing after wind because he had no dependent, no second, either wife or brother or son, to share his labour with and enjoy the fruits of it with. He had no one across the table from him of evenings.

Sociologists tell us that as we become more prosperous, the birth rate goes down and that seems be true. It would also contradict this verse, except for fact that the consumers of the fruit of our hands need not only be the fruit of our own loins!

But it is one thing to have a second to share the fruits of your labour with; it is quite another to have a flock of vultures from who knows where consuming the lot under your nose – so that about all you can do is look on and grind your teeth! But that is what happens, as the prodigal son found out. While he had money he had friends; when the money ran out, the friends ran out with it. "Those who love the rich are many while the poor is hated even by his neighbour," says Proverbs 14:20. Or, as our own proverb is perverted: a friend in need is pain in the neck.

This idea comes back again in the first six verses of chapter six. In 5:13 the grievous evil under the sun was a man losing what he saved for his family and future. In chapter six, the evil is, in a sense, more bitter. God gives a man riches and wealth and honour. So that "his soul lacks nothing of all that he desires." He is blessed beyond belief. But for some reason, God does not allow him to enjoy it; a foreigner, a stranger does (verse two).

What is this?	How does this come about? Is it all the hangers-on who naturally gather like vultures to the corpse? – the sycophants who suck up to him but who really only want some of the reflected glory by association? Is it the do-gooders claiming upon a successful man's charity? Or is it simply the army of employees required to run a large business:
- to guard its property;
- to ensure access to its markets; 
- to engage in the research necessary to keep ahead of competitors;
	- to administer its finances;
	- to audit those who administer its finances – so its finances don't become their 
finances!

And so it goes on ad infinitum until ad infinitum becomes ad nauseum and he cannot enjoy his prosperity; even to the point where I have seen businessmen, or maybe shareholders, who, for all money they have invested, the time given, the initiative and drive expended providing an organisation that gives a livelihood to others, often have to look on at employees earning more than they do.

So what is the point? Be he ever so rich, have he a hundred children and live 1000 years twice over, but not be buried in honour (the Old Testament way of calculating the good life), if he cannot enjoy it, it is surely vanity and a sore affliction. If this is the sum and substance of life, "then I say, Better the miscarriage than he, for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; and its name is covered in obscurity. It never sees the sun and it never knows anything; it is better off than he" (verses three – five). 

The love of money – it's an unrequited love; it will not satisfy you.
Money itself – it's a worry to get and a worry to keep.
And if you do manage to get it and keep it in your own hands, you may not enjoy it as you should. The mighty dollar looks more like the disillusioning dollar every minute!

#	The last man we looked at, the one who managed to hang on to his money – even though he did not enjoy his wealth, we're not told he was angry. Yet, looking on from the outside we can see the futility of his life.

#	The former man, who lost every dime, was not "richer by far with a satisfied mind" and therefore wealthier though a pauper;	he was vexed and sick and angry.

How then do we live with this stuff that, whether we love it or not, we can't live without? For God might even give it to us! Or we might have to live without it because God might withhold it from us or take it off us. It seems to be lose-lose whichever way you look at the question!

4.	JOY - WHETHER RICH OR POOR - IS A GIFT OF GOD
"Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one's labour in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, he has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart" (verse 18-20).

We needed that refreshment, but let's work our way up to it with the final verse of or text in chapter 6. "All a man's labour is for his mouth and yet the appetite is not satisfied" (verse seven). In other words, all labour aims at producing something to enjoy and yet even if do we enjoy the fruits of our labour, we are not satisfied! Either because nothing of only this world and this life can satisfy a creature who has eternity in his heart (2:11), or, because the Lord only gives us our daily bread and so the appetite is raging again tomorrow; and in regard to more permanent items, well, nothing in this life is permanent.

What advantage then does the wise man have over the fool (6:8)? He may, by his wisdom, make more money (Proverbs 14:24); and even hang onto it and, by God's gift, even enjoy it. But in the end, as Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, the wells of this world leave us thirsty tomorrow still. Even the wise man has to trudge down the path with his pitcher tomorrow because nothing in this world ultimately satisfies.

Perhaps (8b) it's better to be poor then, "yet knowing how to walk before the living," that is, understanding the art of life. With food and clothing this poor man is content. He does have a satisfied mind and so he maintains his dignity. He does not clamour for the rich man's wealth because he knows that the rich man is not necessarily any more happy than he is.

We say, "What eye don't see, the heart don't grieve." That is true. But so is its opposite. We are constantly grieving after what the hand doesn't hold and therefore the eye doesn't see – what someone else has but we don't; and what we want but don't have yet. This is futility and striving after the wind. "What the eyes see is better than what soul desires" (6:9). A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush so let's give up the day-dreaming.

And what a silly thing, to be constantly thinking we would be content with something different or better in future when we can't be satisfied with what we have now? "What ever exists has already been named" (verse 10a). The plan of life is laid already drawn up; the nature of man is set (10b) – and that includes the fact that, because of sin, the world is subject to vanity, foolishness and frustration. We need to learn to live with that for it has been determined by God. And he is stronger than we are, so there is no point arguing about it and wishing life were different (10c).
  
The future is not in our power and so, verse eleven, the "many words" of your disputing only "increase futility."  "What then is the advantage to a man" (11b)? What will you achieve by disputing with the Almighty?

At the best, God may thunder out whirlwind and say, "Who is this who darkens counsel by words without knowledge?" More likely, you will not hear the least of an answer for you ought to have heard it when God first gave that answer to Job years ago and recorded it for us learn from.

So the Preacher comes back to that question again. "For who knows what is good for a man during his lifetime, during the few years of his futile life? He will spend them like a shadow. For who can tell a man what will be after him under the sun?" (6:12).

The answer is in that refreshing verse, chapter five, verse nineteen:	"Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth and   I insert into the New American Standard translation the word "and" per the NIV, AV and Delitzsch also. he has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God." 

That is the only way even wealth can be any good to us; that is the only way it can be enjoyed. For there are those who are rich but whom God does not empower to enjoy their wealth. The ability to enjoy our wealth, if God has given it to us, is a gift of God. But the beautiful thing is, joy is a gift God gives not only to the wealthy. "Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one's labour in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward" (5:18). 

Yes, life is labour and toil. Learn to enjoy that and then thank God he has enabled you to enjoy them. Yes, save and prepare for the future. But remember, who knows what tomorrow may bring? So don't forget to enjoy some of it today whether it be great or small. This is your reward. It is a gift from God (verse nineteen). It is God occupying your heart with gladness today so that you are not pre-occupied with the worries of yesterday and tomorrow (verse twenty). "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof," Jesus said. We might add, Sufficient unto the day is its joy also.

Since then, people of God, both poor and rich can have joy – and it is even possible that the poor might enjoy life more, "do not weary yourself to gain wealth" (Proverbs 23:4f.). It does not give a satisfied mind (5:10). Indeed, "those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil and some, by longing for it, have wandered away from the faith, and pierced them selves through with many a pang" (1 Timothy 6:9-10).

There is a secret of joy and rejoicing – faith – in God; and godliness. "Godliness with contentment is great gain" (1 Timothy 6:6). And therefore, "with food and clothing let us be content" (1 Timothy 6:8), and even rejoice.

Jesus told his disciples once not to get too excited that they had done great works in his name. Rather, he said, "Rejoice that your names are written in heaven." That comes from Jeremiah 15:16: "Thy words become for me a joy and delight my heart; for I have been called by thy Name, O Lord God of hosts." And so true is this that David could say, "Thy lovingkindness is better than life."   Psalm 63:3.

People of God, what do we expend our energies on?  What keeps us awake at night? All sorts of things, and including concerns about money and wealth or lack thereof. But for David, it was the Lord Himself. "I remember Thee on my bed; I meditate on Thee in the night watches." Because David knew that it is God who "makes known to us the path of life, in his presence is fulness of joy and at his right hand are pleasures forevermore."   Psalm 16:7, 11.

Life does not consist in the abundance of one's possessions, but that we know the Lord.   Cf. Luke 12:15.	Do you know God?	Do you look to God? Do you rest in God?
Amen.
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